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public disclosure should submit one 
complete copy, and 15 copies from 
which the information believed to be 
confidential has been deleted. In ac-
cordance with the procedures estab-
lished at 10 CFR 1004.11, the Depart-
ment shall make its own determination 
with regard to any claim that informa-
tion submitted be exempt from public 
disclosure. 

§ 431.408 Preemption of State regula-
tions for covered equipment other 
than electric motors and commer-
cial heating, ventilating, air-condi-
tioning and water heating products. 

This section concerns State regula-
tions providing for any energy con-
servation standard, or water conserva-
tion standard (in the case of commer-
cial prerinse spray valves or commer-
cial clothes washers), or other require-
ment with respect to the energy effi-
ciency, energy use, or water use (in the 
case of commercial prerinse spray 
valves or commercial clothes washers), 
for any covered equipment other than 
an electric motor or commercial HVAC 
and WH product. Any such regulation 
that contains a standard or require-
ment that is not identical to a Federal 
standard in effect under this subpart is 
preempted by that standard, except as 
provided for in sections 327(b) and (c) 
and 345(e), (f) and (g) of the Act. 

[75 FR 675, Jan. 5, 2010] 

Subpart W—Petitions To Exempt 
State Regulation From Pre-
emption; Petitions To Withdraw 
Exemption of State Regula-
tion 

SOURCE: 69 FR 61941, Oct. 21, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 70 FR 60417, 
Oct. 18, 2005. 

§ 431.421 Purpose and scope. 

(a) The regulations in this subpart 
prescribe the procedures to be followed 
in connection with petitions requesting 
a rule that a State regulation pre-
scribing an energy conservation stand-
ard or other requirement respecting en-
ergy use or energy efficiency of a type 
(or class) of covered equipment not be 
preempted. 

(b) The regulations in this subpart 
also prescribe the procedures to be fol-
lowed in connection with petitions to 
withdraw a rule exempting a State reg-
ulation prescribing an energy conserva-
tion standard or other requirement re-
specting energy use or energy effi-
ciency of a type (or class) of covered 
equipment. 

§ 431.422 Prescriptions of a rule. 

(a) Criteria for exemption from preemp-
tion. Upon petition by a State which 
has prescribed an energy conservation 
standard or other requirement for a 
type or class of covered equipment for 
which a Federal energy conservation 
standard is applicable, the Secretary 
shall prescribe a rule that such stand-
ard not be preempted if he/she deter-
mines that the State has established 
by a preponderance of evidence that 
such requirement is needed to meet un-
usual and compelling State or local en-
ergy interests. For the purposes of this 
regulation, the term ‘‘unusual and com-
pelling State or local energy interests’’ 
means interests which are substan-
tially different in nature or magnitude 
from those prevailing in the U.S. gen-
erally, and are such that when evalu-
ated within the context of the State’s 
energy plan and forecast, the costs, 
benefits, burdens, and reliability of en-
ergy savings resulting from the State 
regulation make such regulation pref-
erable or necessary when measured 
against the costs, benefits, burdens, 
and reliability of alternative ap-
proaches to energy savings or produc-
tion, including reliance on reasonably 
predictable market-induced improve-
ments in efficiency of all equipment 
subject to the State regulation. The 
Secretary may not prescribe such a 
rule if he finds that interested persons 
have established, by a preponderance of 
the evidence, that the State’s regula-
tion will significantly burden manufac-
turing, marketing, distribution, sale or 
servicing of the covered equipment on 
a national basis. In determining wheth-
er to make such a finding, the Sec-
retary shall evaluate all relevant fac-
tors including: The extent to which the 
State regulation will increase manu-
facturing or distribution costs of man-
ufacturers, distributors, and others; 
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